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Written work submitted or other purpose of supervision 
 

● To discuss my Art Research Seminar (14/11/19) 
● To discuss next steps/objectives 

 
Brief comments on written work 
 

● The Art Research Seminar was comprised of 3 presentations by 3 artists, each of whom talked 
about their art as well as their research. Michael noted that the group discussion afterwards was 
mostly centred on the theoretical ideas and not on the art. 

● Michael thought the most significant thing about my presentation (the first part of which was a 
performance, the second part a formal delivery of a work-in-progress academic paper) was that, 
while the two ‘characters’ I performed were distinct, something carried over from the one to the 
other - the distinction was not totally clean cut. He noted that I had a cough that interrupted me in 
both ‘performances’, which perhaps brought back to the viewer a sense that there was something 
constant retained in both characters. 

 
Topics discussed in supervision: 
 

● The topic of research scope once again cropped up. I feel I have more of a sense of research 
boundaries. For instance, I don’t want to deal with the question of ‘consciousness’ or ‘subjectivity’ in 
my research - only the appearance, or ‘emulation’ of agency as Michael suggested. It is a quality 
that can crop up in malfunctioning machines, or sea waves. I’ve started to question, what are these 
properties, that appear to us as agent-like? 

● Predictability is one property I suggested. There is probably a sweet spot along the spectrum of 
predictability in an other’s behaviour, which reads as agent-like. I mentioned that I’ve been thinking 
of ways to test and measure this ‘predictability coefficient’ of agency. 

● I should have done this earlier, but I would like to start auditing specific modules on various 
programmes in the Computing department. I am also interested in some of the 
philosophical/epistemological debates happening in the AI, Robotics and Cognition research centre 
- especially their debates on whether the Turing test is the best/only way to evaluate computational 
creativity. They are having discussions about creativity - sometimes specifically ‘artistic’ creativity - 



 
which I could potentially contribute to; meanwhile, I am hoping to get some insight on how to 
program creativity and how to measure the success of such results. 

● Michael asked whether I am planning to engage in a focused piece of writing. I am planning to 
develop the presentation from the art research seminar into a paper, expanding on some of the 
historical analysis of the artist’s role as ‘medium’, and perhaps searching for further analogies of 
instances where something facilitates the emulation of ‘character’ or ‘quality’.  

Research Progress (issues relating to the thesis) 
 

● Since the last supervision I followed up on readings on the history of theories of authorship and 
narratological approaches to studies of character & person 

● From the new research and from older notes I came up with ideas for 3 different ‘papers’, which 
could gradually contribute to my thesis. The provisional titles are:  
 
‘Accommodating Others: The Role of Author as Medium’ (looking at authorship as a kind of 
machinery with ‘input’ and ‘output’)  
‘The Blind Methodology’ (foregrounding various ways in which scripting can underlie autonomous 
systems such as creativity or agents) 
‘Drawing Difference between Self and Other’, a text that would focus on how the act of ‘drawing 
something’ generates distance between self and other, and that this cognitive ‘distance’ may be 
implicit in the co-construction of these discrete entities. 

 
● I developed the first idea for a paper into a presentation for the Art Research Seminar, in which I 

posed the problem of the intuitive spatialisation of the concept of a ‘medium’ and a ‘person’, and 
what ‘shape’ could most appropriately model personhood. 

● I performed Pseudo for my colleagues at the Art Research Seminar and through this was able to 
put some of the theoretical ideas into practice 

● I have been in conversation with a curator who is working on a group exhibition (opening at 
Elephant West, 8th Jan) about developing 2 new short live performances from my video work, which 
will be performed on the opening night. This will form a part of developing one of my proposed 
research outcomes: a one-woman play. 

● During the Flashpoint, I attended a skills workshop on ‘Question’ and ‘Method’, and found both 
very useful. I have honed my research question a little:  
 
‘Can the dual mechanism of a code and its ‘expression’ contribute to a revised model of 
autonomous systems broadly and agents or persons specifically? Could this model be used to 
engineer a fictional character that could pass a Turing test?’  
 
I have also identified some issues concerning methods: What kind of experiments can I think of, 
how do I isolate the relevant variables I wish to study and what criteria would be appropriate for 
judging the validity of such ‘experiments’? These experiments may or may not be artworks. 
 

Research Training and Professional Development: (review of training needs, relevant conferences, 
funding, presentations and publication)  
 

● Study research materials publicised by AI, Robotics and Cognition Research Centre, specifically on 
the subject of Computational Creativity and its philosophical implications, and seek to audit selected 
modules. 

 
Action agreed for next supervision 
 

● To work on a focused piece of writing, provisionally titled ‘Accommodating Others: The Role of Artist 
as Medium’ and use this opportunity to read up on related subjects (historical perspectives, spatial 
modelling of personhood, speculation on alternative propositions). 



 

 

● Begin informal discussions with scholars from Computing department & study their output on 
Computational Creativity 

● Developing/rehearsing 2 short performances 
 
Date of next supervision (if more than two months from now, briefly explain) 
 

● Possibly one more supervision before Christmas, in early December? 
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